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“PASTOR PAUL’S PARAGRAPHS” 

Dear Members and Friends of the Sweetwater Baptist Church: 

             A good word to describe this time of year is HOT!  One of the characteristics of summertime in the 

CSRA is hot, muggy days.  When I think about the heat of summer, I am reminded that we are to be spiritual-

ly hot as Christians.  John Wesley once said, “Get on fire for God and men will come and see you burn.”  

Jesus told the church in Laodicea in Revelation 3:15, “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot:  I 

would thou wert cold or hot.”  God wants us to be on fire for Him.    It is easy during the many activities of 

summertime to neglect your spiritual life.  In order to stay hot for God you must cultivate your relationship 

with Him.  Some of the ways that we can stay HOT for God are as follows:   

H – ONOR GOD 

       We should honor God during the summer months though our worship.  Often one of the first spiritual 

disciplines that is forsaken during the summertime is worship.  People become too busy for worship and 

church.  Worship is one of the great privileges of a Christian.  Psalm 95:6 declares, “O come, let us worship 

and bow down:  let us kneel before the Lord our maker.”  Stay close to God in worship and your spiritual 

temperature will be hot.   

O – BEY GOD 

              Obedience is essential to being spiritually hot and on fire for God as well.  Deuteronomy 7:11 de-

clares, “Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statues, and the judgments, which I command 

thee this day, to do them.”  Obedience promotes God’s favor and blessings in our lives (Deuteronomy 11:26-

28).  Disobedience results in separation and alienation from God.  We should all strive to heed God’s Word 

that we might find spiritual favor, fervor, and fire.   

T – ALK TO GOD 

              Prayer is also critical in having a hot spiritual life.  The more time that we spend with God in prayer, 

the hotter our relationship with Him will become.  First Thessalonians 5:17 reminds us, “Pray without ceas-

ing.”  Prayer is like spiritual fuel.  It makes our love and devotion to Christ burn hotter.   

       One of the great hymns of the faith is “Set My Soul Afire” by Gene Bartlett.  The chorus is as follows:   

“Set my soul afire, Lord, set my soul afire, 

Make my life a witness of Thy saving pow'r. 

Millions grope in darkness, waiting for Thy Word, 

Set my soul afire, Lord, Set my soul afire.” 

 

May these words be the prayer of our hearts.  Remember to say HOT for God this summer! 

 

 

 

 

With a Pastor’s Love, 

 

Brother Paul 


